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Recent episodes of the rise of protectionism—specially in the USA due to onslaught of Trumponomics and the consequential
policy shifts, and by China in the East, as well as in the Western Europe in post-Brexit scenario—has spawned renewed
interests in the role of trade policy for shaping global trade when post-WTO world has already dismantled trade barriers
to a very significant level. The gradual transition from GATT to WTO has altered the global trade scenarios causing ‘great
unbundlings’ aided by trade policy changes as well as decline in transport costs, thanks to technological changes. The rise
of new protectionism –due to nationalism and/or, populism—has led trade policy experts like Paul Krugman, Dani Rodrik, Jo
Stiglitz, and Barry Eichengreen, amongst others to cast doubts on the efficacy of global trade in delivering benefits, and the
role of institutions such as WTO. This is more so when Global Value-Chain Slicing and Global, as well as Regional Production
Networks, has interlinked the geographically apart countries in a broad swing of the pendulum. Failure of TPP, disruptive
effects on TPP/TTIP, and rise of new regionalism is a vivid pointer in this direction. Will GPN/GVC take a backseat? Will
this nascent trade war especially between USA-China-EU have repercussion effects in Asia where the economic centre of
gravity has shifted in the post-2008 period? Will RPN/RVC will also be affected? Will the new protectionism likely to have the
effect of Smoot-Hawley tariff that unfolded during the 1930s? Will nascent trade war affect the speed of market integration
with adverse consequences? If so, how to address via policy intervention? Does NAFTA have a future? Are trade-war and
anti-immigration two sides of the same coin? Why immigration policy is a major agenda and how that can affect labor market
impacts via wage (in-)equality? What lies in store for globalization? Is the current trade theory and empirics adequate in
handling such issues cogently? Or, do we need a new framework of analysis?
The special issue of Foreign Trade Review will cover all these research questions in a wider context. We invite papers
dealing with all these issues using theoretical and empirical framework, as well as a mixture of theory and empirics.
Contributions having solid theoretical basis as well as empirical support dealing with this current watershed in trade policy in
post-Financial Crisis era will be favorably considered.
Tentative list of topics covered under the Special Issue:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nascent Trade War, Emerging Markets, and Global Imbalances
Strategic Trade under Neo-Protectionism and Trade Uncertainty
Departure (if any) of New Trade Rules from its Precursors
Effects on Global Production Networks
Impacts on Regional Production Networks and RTA/PTA like TPP/ RCEP
Retreat of Great Unbundling or Geographical Deconcentration of Production
Spatial Inequality with the Emergence of New Trade Barriers and Retaliations
Firms in the Global Economy Under Pressure of New Trade Rules in the Making
Political Economy of Strategizing Trade under Globalization
Is the Trade War Disruptive, or Does it Lead to Global Restructuring?
Immigration Debates, Flow of Talents, and Evolution of ‘New’ Labor Standards
New Economy, 4th Industrial Revolution, and Effects on Trade-led Diffusion of Ideas Beyond National Border
Is There a Need for a New Paradigm: Theoretical, Empirical, and Quantitative Analysis?

Content
The lists of themes are meant to define the broader context of the special issue. We welcome a diversity of research on the
topic. However, it is expected that the articles must deliver extensive policy implications for the various stakeholders of the
business. The manuscript length requirements are flexible, but to a maximum of 10,000 words.
Submission Guidelines
In preparing manuscripts, authors are requested to follow the Author Guidelines available on the journal homepage at https://
in.sagepub.com/en-in/sas/journal/foreign-trade-review#submission-guidelines
The papers may be submitted by email to ftredit@iift.edu
Note: Please write the following in the subject menu of the email: Submission for special issue on Trade war and Disruption of
Global Production Network.
Submission Deadline: April 30, 2019.
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