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International Journal of Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
 

 

Call for a Special issue of Teaching Case Studies on: Entrepreneurship in Times of 

Crisis. 

Deadline for submission of the submission of case studies. 12 April 2021. 

 

Overview and purpose of the special issue 

These are unprecedented times for entrepreneurs, innovators and their ventures in 

all sectors. Some have repurposed their venture and expertise to support the common 

effort to support communities and frontline workers. Others face critical decisions 

about the future viability of their ventures.  

The conditions for supporting entrepreneurship and innovation during crisis are especially 

challenging for entrepreneurs and small businesses due to the high levels of economic 

uncertainty created (Doern, 2016). Conversely, entrepreneurs play a crucial role in helping 

economies overcome crisis through the generation of innovations that support, inter alia,  

new ways of working (Devece, Peris-Ortiz & Rueda-Armengot, 2016). Crisis can 

encompass different forms, one of which is a global pandemic. Recently, the World Health 

Organization declared the Coronavirus (COVID-19) a global pandemic as because of its 

rapid spread across the globe (WHO, 2020). Governments, businesses and investors now 

fear the spread of the virus will destroy economic growth for years to come. Crisis has a 

direct impact across diverse areas of entrepreneurship such as access to finance (Mac an 

Bhaird, Owen & Freel, 2019), decision-making logic (Laskovaia, Marino, Shirokova & 

Wales, 2019), entrepreneurial strategies (Sonfield & Lussier, 2000), and entrepreneurial 

approaches to opportunity recognition (Pattinson, 2016) and innovation (Peris-Ortiz, 

Fuster-Estruch & Devece-Carañana, 2014). Some entrepreneurs will face the difficult 

decision to close their ventures and have to deal with the stigma of business failure (Walsh, 

2017). From business failure other entrepreneurs will consider creating another venture 

(Walsh and Cunningham, 2018)  

 

However, there is a dearth of teaching case studies to support the teaching in this area. The 

International Journal of Entrepreneurship and Innovation is issuing a call for case studies 

that address issues related to the impact of crisis on entrepreneurship, innovation and 

related areas. Specific topics may include, but are not limited to, the impact of different 

crises on: 

• Effectual decision-making processes 

• Opportunity recognition and entrepreneurial behaviour 

• Small business coping strategies 

• Investment in innovation  

• Access to finance and managing resources 

• Generation of innovative new opportunities 
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• Repurposing the ventures and existing technologies 

• Tourism and regionally based entrepreneurship  

• Business failure and regenerative entrepreneurship 

• Social entrepreneurship  

• Policy responses 

• Community based collaborations and co-creation 

• Women entrepreneurship  

• Science based entrepreneurship  

Preparation and submission of case study and review process 

Teaching Case studies submitted must not have been published, accepted for publication, 

or presently be under consideration for publication elsewhere. Submissions, including 

supporting teaching materials, should be about 7,000 words in length. Copies should be 

uploaded on International Journal of Entrepreneurship and Innovation’s homepage 

through the SAGE system. You need to upload your case study using the dropdown box 

for the special issue on entrepreneurship, small business and crisis. For guidelines, visit 

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/iei. Submissions that do not comply with the journal 

publishing guidelines, or that are poorly written will be desk rejected. Case studies will be 

subjected to a double-blind review. 

Please address all questions to the guest editors: 

Steven Pattinson, Sheffield University Management School, University of Sheffield 

Email: steven.pattinson@sheffield.ac.uk 

James A. Cunningham, Newcastle Business School, Northumbria University 

Email: james.cunningham@northumbria.ac.uk 
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