OS & SAGE Editorial and Publishing Policies
1. Editorial policies
1.1 Peer review policy
Organization Studies (OS) adheres to a rigorous double-blind reviewing policy in which the
identity of both the reviewer and author are always concealed from both parties. To ensure
anonymity in the double-blind refereeing process, the author’s name should not appear
anywhere on the manuscript.
1.2 Authorship
All parties who have made a substantive contribution to the article should be listed as
authors. Principal authorship, authorship order, and other publication credits should be
based on the relative scientific or professional contributions of the individuals involved,
regardless of their status. A student is usually listed as principal author on any multipleauthored publication that substantially derives from the student’s dissertation or thesis.
Please see SAGE guidelines on Prior publication and note that OS may accept submissions of
papers that have been posted on pre-print servers; please alert the Editorial Office when
submitting and include the DOI for the preprint in the designated field in the manuscript
submission system. Authors should not post an updated version of their paper on the
preprint server while it is being peer reviewed for possible publication in the journal. If the
article is accepted for publication, the author may re-use their work according to the
journal’s author archiving policy.
If your paper is accepted, you must include a link on your preprint to the final version of your
paper.
1.3 Acknowledgements
All contributors who do not meet the criteria for authorship should be listed in an
Acknowledgements section (information regarding the handling of Acknowledgements in the
submission process and in manuscripts accepted for OS publication are to be found in the OS
Manuscript Submission Guidelines). Examples of those who might be acknowledged include
a person who provided purely technical help, or a department chair who provided only
general support.
1.3.1 Third party submissions
Where an individual who is not listed as an author submits a manuscript on behalf of the
author(s), a statement must be included in a Acknowledgements section and in the
accompanying cover letter. The statements must:
• Disclose this type of editorial assistance – including the individual’s name, company
and level of input;
• Identify any entities that paid for this assistance;

Confirm that the listed authors have authorized the submission of their manuscript
via third party and approved any statements or declarations, e.g. conflicting
interests, funding, etc.
Where appropriate, SAGE reserves the right to deny consideration to manuscripts submitted
by a third party rather than by the authors themselves.
•

1.4 Funding
OS requires all authors to acknowledge their funding in a consistent fashion under a
separate heading. Please visit the SAGE Funding Acknowledgements page to confirm the
format of the acknowledgment text in the event of funding, or state that: This research
received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or not-forprofit sectors.

2. Publishing Policies
2.1 Publication ethics
OS is a member of the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) and adheres to its
guidelines. We encourage authors to refer to the COPE’s International Standards for Authors
and view the SAGE Ethics & Responsibility page.
2.1.1 Plagiarism
OS and SAGE take issues of copyright infringement, plagiarism or other breaches of best
practice in publication very seriously. We seek to protect the rights of our authors and we
always investigate claims of plagiarism or misuse of published articles. Equally, we seek to
protect the reputation of the journal against malpractice. All submitted articles are checked
with duplication-checking software. Where an article, for example, is found to have
plagiarised other work or included third-party copyright material without permission or with
insufficient acknowledgement, or where the authorship of the article is contested, we
reserve the right to take action including, but not limited to: publishing an erratum or
corrigendum (correction); retracting the article (removing it from the journal); taking up the
matter with the head of department or dean of the author’s institution and/or relevant
academic bodies or societies; banning the author from publication in the journal or all SAGE
journals; or taking appropriate legal action.
2.2 Journal contributor’s publishing agreement
Before publication, SAGE requires the author as the rights holder to sign a Journal
Contributor’s Publishing Agreement. SAGE’s Journal Contributor’s Publishing Agreement is
an exclusive licence agreement which means that the author retains copyright in the work
but grants SAGE the sole and exclusive right and licence to publish for the full legal term of
copyright. Exceptions may exist where an assignment of copyright is required or preferred by
a proprietor other than SAGE. In this case copyright in the work will be assigned from the
author to the society. For more information, please visit the SAGE Contributor Agreement
webpage.

2.3 Declaration of conflicting interests
Within your Journal Contributor’s Publishing Agreement, you will be required to make a
certification with respect to a declaration of conflicting interests. OS does not require a
declaration of conflicting interests but recommends you review the SAGE Declaration of
Conflicting Interests Policy page.
2.4 SAGE Choice and Open access
OS offers optional open access publishing via the SAGE Choice programme. If you or your
funder wish your article to be freely available online to non-subscribers immediately upon
publication (gold open access), you can opt for it to be included in SAGE Choice, subject to
payment of a publication fee. The manuscript submission and peer review procedure is
unchanged. On acceptance of your article, you will be asked to let SAGE know directly if you
are choosing SAGE Choice. For more information, please visit the SAGE Choice website
2.5 ORCID
As part of its commitment to ensuring an ethical, transparent and fair peer review process,
SAGE is a supporting member of ORCID, the Open Researcher and Contributor ID. ORCID
provides a unique and persistent digital identifier that distinguishes researchers from every
other researcher, even those who share the same name, and, through integration in key
research workflows such as manuscript and grant submission, supports automated linkages
between researchers and their professional activities, ensuring that their work is recognized.
The collection of ORCID IDs from corresponding authors is now part of the submission
process of this journal. If you already have an ORCID ID you will be asked to associate that to
your submission during the online submission process. We also strongly encourage all coauthors to link their ORCID ID to their accounts in our online peer review platforms. It takes
seconds to do: click the link when prompted, sign into your ORCID account and our systems
are automatically updated. Your ORCID ID will become part of your accepted publication’s
metadata, making your work attributable to you and only you. Your ORCID ID is published
with your article so that fellow researchers reading your work can link to your ORCID profile
and from there link to your other publications.
If you do not already have an ORCID ID please follow this link to create one or visit our
ORCID homepage to learn more.

